The Heart of San Francisco’s
Nihonmachi (Japantown)

Japanese American Businesses at Post & Buchanan Streets
1910, 1940, 1950, 1970, and 2000

Maps by Ben Pease
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Map Legend:
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Hotels, Housekeeping Rooms,
Boarding Houses, etc.

Churches & Synagogues

Community Facilities
(Schools, social, government, etc.)

Japanese American Businesses
and Institutions

Generic business use from
Sanborn Insurance map notes

Building Symbols:
[ ] Building

also lumber piles

Partition within building
Barn, stable, or hayloft

Property Line

B

Stairs
%2 Number of Stories

153 Street Address

7=~~~ Porch or overhang, open structure,

These maps are part of a set of maps I have drawn of Japanese
American businesses districts in San Francisco and other
cities showing how they have changed over time.

Buildings are based on Sanborn Insurance Map Co. maps of
1910, 1929, 1951, and 1987, from microfilm at the San
Francisco Public Library History Room. I redrew the maps
and copied buildings forward and backward to match what
existed at the featured dates, based on directory and historic
photo evidence. Buildings may or may not be accurate for
the dates shown.

Japanese American business and institution names are from
old directories published by newspapers such as the Hokkubei
Mainichi, Nichibei Times, Japanese American News, and
others. They are provided courtesy of Mr. Seizo Oka, curator
of the Japanese American History Archives (JAHA) in San
Francisco. Maps also build on a set of maps at JAHA created
in 1990 by the Japantown Arts & Media Worshop (JAM).

Map ©1998-2003 by Ben Pease.

I have created similar maps for San Francisco’s Western
Addition neighborhood bounded by Pine, Laguna, McAllister,
and Steiner Streets before and after Redevelopment, and for
South Park, South of Market, Stockton, and Los Angeles.
Contact me if you need maps for your special projects.

— Ben Pease

Custom Maps by Pease Press
1717 Cabrillo Street, San Francisco, CA 94121 e (415) 387-1437
Website: www.peasepress.com ® Email: benpease@mindspring.com
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There were also a dozen or more Nikkei businesses and hotels on the south side of Geary in 1910
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including Hosada Bros. Grocery, Benkyo-do Manju-ya, and Uoki K. Sakai Grocery
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The Heart of San Francisco’s Nihonmach
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at SE corner of Geary & Laguna

Japanese Corp of Salvation Army, built in 1930s
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Returning Nikkei businesses were scattered as far south as Fulton St. after WWII

but gradually condensed back to Post and Buchanan, by the late ‘50s.
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» The Heart of San Francisco’s Nihonmachi in 2000

VNNOV

. " . 5 PR R PR e =
Japanese American Community and Cultural Center Raddison Miyako Inn 4 SUTTER 4 super Mira 5 305 85 55 5 5 2 28 o8 33 g
of Northern California, and Japantown YWCA 1815 1813-13A 1811 1801 5 Market & 8 3 B & 8 g &
————— ) m—o
E g Tori Gate gz (@) .
5 o | 7 1601
: 2 23 2 8=
' I~ g3 g = 5
| & =rg |32
Origami S Iod @
: Fou?'ntain 8 38 z % 2.
| as =
: 5 7O ER% 2B
. & Japantown Task Force g | &
! g Japanese American @ Q3
: patios over parking B w Religious Federation Parking Lot for
' I | 5 cC 5 Benevolent Society Temple & Kimochi
' % Former Namiye Murayama = o & of California -
=3 Kinmon Maternity Hospital T (moved in 2002 to JACL building)
| g Reserved Parking & Evening Public Parking (buiding moved from 1624 Post) 5 > § . .
| (Nihonmachi Parking Corporation) I~ > &  Public & Reserved Parking HEMLOCK
! ,g- Block 685 s = (Nihonmachi ParkiFg| Corphratipih 6
I X R N ~
! ( ) Kimochi - Z N Klara’
! i 7 = ara’s Travel K :
: § — S SRS & =z BJ Creations oreanVideos | 1619
'8 P | > [ selki-Lee Building:
: |8y — 53 o= Hon Mi Gift Cent
! ea 2 3 =2 ~— || Do Re Mi Music |
! | &= | — S 2 5=
I | =8 | (2nd Floor) o 2 26 Post Dry Cleaner
: | 8BS, 7N\ 2. z Z : Z | Crown Bakery
| | B8 | B @) g 25 : & | % | Hairin Design
. e enny’s = 3 2 | 88 Video
: | 8% | Restaurant ot \/ g 33 859 B3
! g2 Origarmi = <5 5 322(5%
| l__“’__l Fountain > 3 £ e %I
| = 5 g 2 leg~ g iropractors |
i 3 SFPD Koban == -] @ | CPA & Law Offices
:_ . _“: ] [ (vacant) ~ [N - A |
BRIDGE 1760 1746 1732 ; i isi - 5 e = - 5 53 5 &5 B& & | -
On the Bridge Restaurant gfj{f@gﬁg 1oz L\lz;shggigﬁct?;tsili%ignal g § § 3 3 3 2 2 g 88 § 8 3R g Ke Ameri S
0 Asgk!ch! (Kl_ron, Bronze, Incense) Redevelopment Area A-2 (1960s-now) (Korean Club) village watch tower 3 ° e & ngerﬁgerrgtfencan
U shige Kimono Redevelopment Area A-1 (1959-2001) (Uinsbaselfn?r?:){mx POST (Sigrzngrl:;g(ies gg
Int’l. Art Guild Galleries . .
M Kimochi Senior Lounge Japan Center—Kintetsu Mall Japan Center—-Miyako Mall
py) Garage Entrance (Developed and Owned by Kintetsu Corp.) (Developed by National Braemar Corp., now owned by Kintetsu Corp.)

m ° o
f=l =]
(] o Miyako Hotel
- - Entry Court

Block 699

Union Bank
Hospitality Room
Vacant

Beautrium
Beauty Shop

(1st Floor) Japanese
Garden

courtyard

(S. F Recreation ©

Loading Dock
& Parks Dept).
)

&Street Entry

jueinelssy
uspJles |noas

000
00000

[oNe]

o 0o
oo ws
) 00 23
Pedestrian Overpass o0 go
\_—/’é Wm‘ 53
. — °3

Korean Stores Garage Entrance ! o | T Hotel Loading Dock & Kitchens Below
& Doctors Offices ' Historic '
~——Buchanan— Vacant (1st Floor)

(Ground Floor)

' Street '

GEARY EXPRESSWAY

©2003 Ben Pease
WWW.peasepress.com



